Netherwood News
November 2020

Edition Two 2020-2021

Hello NKE Family,
As we transition into November, one like we have never seen before, we still
want to take the opportunity to engage in conversation with families on how this
school year is going through our typical parent/teacher conferences.

While they will be virtual this year, as mentioned in Dr. Bergstrom’s recent update, topics you can
expect to be discussed during this learning-centered conference include:
●
●
●

How your student is doing in class;
What they’re learning now and what will be next; and
Progress on work skills and study habits (e.g., turning in assignments,
attendance/participation, etc.).
Here are a few questions to consider when preparing for your student’s conference:
●
What strengths have you noticed in your student so far this year?
●
What are some goals you have for your student this year?
●
How can we work together to support your student?
Our teachers are looking forward to meeting with you soon!

As a staff, we are very appreciative of the support that our
families are providing to our learners at home this year.
We also want to pause to remember the value of
“productive struggle” to the learning process. More than
ever before, you are seeing the challenge of new learning
as you support your students at home. A natural instinct for
adults is to rescue, and at times provide too much support.
We find the “ The Learning Pit” visual to be very powerful
and instructive on why it is often best to not rush in:
It is through this “productive struggle” of learning that children develop a growth mindset and progress
toward having the confidence to learn independently. Ultimately, what we want for our students is to
no longer need us to learn.
Thanks for your continued partnership with us!
Mr. Kluck

Notes and Reminders
Pick up and Drop Off Reminders
In order to keep our car pick up line moving efficiently and to ensure the safety of every student, staff and
family please follow :
●
Drive all the way up even if you see your child standing at a particular spot. Students will be
walked to their car
●
Please try to stay in your car
●
Have students enter your car through the curbside door.
●
Please remember that you are required to wear a mask on school grounds if you leave your
vehicle.
Finally if your child is going home through a different method than they usually do, please email the
classroom teacher or send in a note.. We will follow the student’s transportation plan unless we receive
communication from families of an alternative plan. We will not change transportations plans if it is only
communicated to school by students.
Asynchronous Work
All students have online work expectations for independent work. While the online expectations differ
based on each student, every K - 2 student has activities that are delivered through SeeSaw. Every 3 - 4
student has independent work that is intended for times when students are not live with teachers through
google classroom. If you or your child are having any difficulties accessing independent work through
these learning platforms, please reach out to your classroom teachers or Maria Rach at
mnrach@oregonsd.net.
Reporting an Absence:
Please call the attendance line at 835-4100 if your child is going to be absent from school. This would be
for both online learning and in person. It is fine to inform your child’s teacher of an absence but you must
call the attendance line to report the absence. If your child is sick, please leave a voicemail with your
child’s symptoms. An absence due to a medical appointment (doctor, dentist, orthodontist) will be
excused with a medical excuse. Medical excuses can be emailed to jks@oregonsd.net or faxed to
608-835-782
Virtual Attendance Code:
This year if a student does not attend their in person instruction or their live synchronous meets, they
would be marked absent. However, if the student completes the independent work assigned to them on
SeeSaw or Google Classroom, their attendance code will be changed from absence to virtual
attendance.
IMPORTANT DATES:
*November 25--No School
*November 26--No School, Thanksgiving
*November 27--No School

Notes and Reminders
We May Have Substitute Teachers At Times
As you know, the health, safety and security of our students and staff is our top priority. Part of our
safety protocol is that any staff member who is not feeling well must stay home from school. Because
symptoms of COVID-19 are similar to symptoms of many other illnesses, out of an abundance of
caution, staff members will need to stay home from time to time. We also need to follow Public Health
Madison & Dane County’s order that staff stay home for the required period if they have been exposed
to someone who tested positive for COVID-19, even if they have no symptoms and have tested
negative for COVID-19.
This means there are times when there may be a substitute teacher in your student’s physical or online
classroom. All of our employees, including our substitutes, are required to follow our policies and
procedures, including wearing masks and maintaining social distancing. When there is a substitute,
please be assured we will ensure a positive and consistent learning experience for your student.
We will certainly notify you if your student is ever in close contact at school with someone who has
COVID-19. We are making every effort to ensure that does not happen, and we greatly appreciate
your partnership in doing the same.
For more detailed information on our policies regarding COVID-19, please see Board Policies 565 and
566.

Third Grade Assignment Notebooks
Reminder for third grade families: If you have not
done so already, please pay for your assignment
notebook online in the Infinite Campus portal.
The cost is $4.00. If this poses a hardship for
your family, please contact the office.

Thank you to our OSD art teachers for
making paint palettes for every K- 6 learner in
the district. 3-4 and Oregon Online Families
can pick these supplies up on Nov 11th, from
12pm - 6pm.

Sign Up for November Meals Now: November Sign Up Form Menu
We are pleased to continue offering free nutritious meals to all students regardless of need. November
sign up is now available. You must sign up each month, even if you have received meals in the
past. Additional details are available at OregonSD.org/2020mealprogram. Questions? Contact Sarah at
osdmeals@OregonSD.org or 835-4036.

Social Emotional Learning
What is PBIS?
PBIS (Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports) is a process for creating school environments
that are more predictable and effective for achieving academic and social goals.
A key strategy of the PBIS process is proactive teaching. At NKE students are taught how to be Safe,
Respectful, Responsible and Productive in every environment of the school. This year, our universal
lessons looked a little bit different and was shared by video. K-2 Phased Restart students learned
about our new safety expectations at school and all students learned about digital citizenship, how to
be productive during virtual learning and how to participate in a Google Meet. Through repeated
instruction and regular practice, all teachers and staff members will use these consistent behavioral
expectations to help every learner make good choices, reflect on their choices and make better
choices in the future.

This year our school theme is “ Everyone Has a SPOT at NKE. ”It is important to us that all
students know they have a spot at NKE, even if they are not here with us physically. We have a
bulletin board at school with all our NKE friends’ names on it. This is a colorful reminder that
everyone is an important member of our NKE family, near and far!
Each month, the elementary school counselors and SEL coaches
plan a lesson around “A Little Spot” books by Diane Alber. These
books tell the story about a character named SPOT who teaches
and reminds children how to demonstrate various traits such as
kindness, empathy and responsibility. In October, students
listened to Finding their SPOT in the world and A Little SPOT of
Responsibility and completed a lesson with their teacher. Ask
your child how they grew their responsibility spot today!
In November, students will learn from the books A spot of
Respect and A Peaceful spot.

Oregon PTO News
Fundraiser Information
The PTO Club's Choice Fundraiser pick-up
date is November 11 from 3-6pm, drive-thru
style, near the outdoor classroom between PVE
and NKE. If you'd like to volunteer to help,
please sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a4dafaf2
2abff2-clubs. Volunteers will need to wear masks
and we recommend good running shoes plus
dressing for the weather, as you'll be outside.
The PTO is excited to bring back Dine out for
Education this month at Noodles and Company
in Fitchburg on November 4 from 4-8pm. Twenty
five percent of your sale will come back to the
PTO. In-restaurant: mention the Oregon
Elementary PTO upon ordering. Online: Use
code GIVING25 at checkout.

Any questions? Please contact Kelly at
president_kelly@oregonpto.org.

Next PTO Meeting
Please join us at our November meeting on
Nov 10 at 6:30pm virtually at:
https://epic.webex.com/epic/j.php?MTID=m67d533
ec2006556fbf35d088be53adfd

Get Involved
How can I find out more? Visit our website:
https://oregonpto.org
Visit us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/OregonElementaryPTO/
How can I volunteer for PTO events?
https://oregonpto.org/pto-volunteer-form/ and
watch for posts on our website and Facebook page
Subscribe to our emails:
https://oregonpto.org/subscribe-to-emails/

Library News
Library Book Request and Book Pickup/Returns
We wanted to reach out with some information about the Netherwood Knoll Library.
●
●

●

●

You can request library books by using the Book Request Form which is also linked
on the NKE Destiny Discover library page.
Library curbside pickup/returns for Oregon Online K-4 and Phased Restart 3-4
students are the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of the month through December (12-6 pm).
Please have requests in by the Thursday before each pickup day.
Library classroom deliveries/returns for Phased Restart K-2 students are the 2nd &
4th Tuesdays of the month through December during the am/pm sessions. Please
have requests in by the Thursday before each delivery day.
Tutorials on how to place Holds on library books and how to use the request
system, as well as links to our weekly Storytimes, can be found on our NKE Library
Tutorials & Read Alouds page. This is also linked on our NKE Destiny Discover
library page.

Happy reading!
Mrs. Brauns & Mrs. Niles

NKE Online Book Fair is November 9-November 22
Our Book Fair is online! Support our school and help your child discover new books, favorite

characters, complete series, and more! You’ll love the fun new option to shop for Book Fair
exclusives directly from the interactive booklist and enjoy free shipping on book-only
purchases over $25.
It’s a new school year….let’s instill a new-found love of reading!
Click on the link for more information: https://www.scholastic.com/bf/nke

