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PBIS Update

Prairie View Elementary’s PBIS
(Positive Behavioral Interventions
and Supports) Team is working hard
to ensure that all of our students are
feeling safe and welcome here at
PVE. Students have been learning
about the Zones of Regulation and
have an opportunity to express their
feelings and zones throughout the
academic day.

Our team is also excited to announce
our PBIS theme of the year, “It’s a
Great Day to be a Panther!” We have
a panther mascot who will be
introduced to students at a later date.
Stay tuned for more details regarding
our PVE Panther.

SEL

Social Emotional Learning, referred
to as SEL for short, is the process of
learning and applying the skills
necessary to manage emotions,
have self-awareness and social
awareness, and show empathy.

SEL is important for children to develop and
maintain positive relationships, decision-making
skills, develop perspective-taking skills, and build
emotional wellness.

Children are born with many intense emotions, but
they aren’t born with the skills to respond to, express,
or cope with these emotions.
This is why engaging in social-emotional learning at
both school and home is so helpful. The graphic above
has some suggestions for helping your child develop
social and emotional skills at home.
	

DID YOU KNOW?
According to a CASEL 2011 meta-analysis of 213 studies
involving more than 270,000 students, those who
participated in evidence-based SEL programs showed an
11 percent gain in academic achievement compared to
students who did not participate in SEL programs.

Looking Ahead — Important Dates
Homecoming Parade

October 8, 1:30 p.m.

No School: Thanksgiving

November 24, 25, 26

Empire Photo Re-Take Day

No School: Professionl Dev.
No School: Winter Break
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October 20, morning
October 28, 29

December 23-31

Staff Changes
Hello Prairie View Elementary Families! My name is
Karen Newlon and I am excited to serve our school
community as the Administrative Intern for PVE this
school year. For the past two years, I have taught fourth
grade here at PVE. Prior to teaching fourth grade, I
taught fifth grade in other districts both in Illinois and
Wisconsin. Later this school year, I will begin to earn
my administrative license. When I began teaching here
in the Oregon School district, I knew I had found my
home away from home. The whole-child emphasis and
community support are two characteristics that make
this district special. Having taught here at PVE, I am
aware of how amazing our school staff and families are.
I believe that every child can learn and am committed
to helping make Prairie View Elementary a safe,
equitable, and desired learning space for all.
As we begin another school year, we would like to
introduce our new staff, and staff who have taken
on new roles here at PVE! Please see the information
below to learn a little bit more about each new member.

First Grade

Samantha Merrill joins our PVE team as a first grade
teacher. Samantha has been a first-grade teacher at
Reek Elementary School which is part of the Linn J6
School District (in the Lake Geneva area). She also
has two elementary students who will be joining the
Oregon School District as well.

Second Grade

Angie Garvoille joins our PVE team as a second
grade teacher. She has worked as a second grade
teacher in McFarland for the last 13 years. She is
also a PVE parent.

Monica Bachmann joins our PVE team as a second
grade teacher. She has worked as a first grade teacher
for the last three years in the Northshore School
District near Seattle, Washington. Prior to this, Monica
spent three years as a kindergarten teacher in both
Washington and Madison, WI.

Third Grade

Lexi Roberts is a graduate from UW Madison who
completed her student teaching at Midvale Elementary.
She will be joining our team as Mrs. Mohammadian’s
long term substitute through the end of November.
Lexi worked as a teacher this past summer for our
OSD Summer School program and many years at After
School Clubs, Inc.

Sherry Soliman joins PVE as a third grade teacher first
semester, and a second grade teacher second semester.
She will be in Mrs. Bader’s classroom first semester
and Mrs. Krenz’s classroom second semester. Sherry
has spent time as a para at NKE and FES. Last year she
was also a second grade & Advanced Learning longterm substitute at FES.

Fourth Grade

Lydia Portzen joins the PVE team from RCI. She
worked at RCI as a fifth and sixth grade teacher for the
last five years. Before this, she worked as a Library
Media Specialist long-term substitute at OMS. Lydia
is so excited to join the PVE community and to build
relationships with the amazing students and staff in
the building!

Courtney Schuetz worked as a fourth grade teacher in
the Monroe School District for the last eight years. She
recently earned a Master’s Degree in Learning Design
and Technology. She is excited to work in a district
that emphasizes the importance of the whole child and
put her new knowledge into action!

Interventionists

Andrea DeNure serves PVE families as a part-time
reading interventionist. Andrea joined PVE as a long
term sub interventionist last year, and had previously
been an elementary classroom teacher for nine years,
seven of those years at Netherwood Knoll. She has two
children — a first grader at NKE and a little one who
will be in 4K next year. She is so excited to meet more
PVE learners and their families!
Jennie Ebert has switched from a first grade PVE
teacher position to being our math interventionist at
PVE. Jennie has served PVE families for many years.

Paraprofessionals

Lea Kissinger is an OSD and PVE parent. Prior to
this position, Lea worked at Oregon Preschool as a
teacher’s assistant. She is also the NKE/PVE
PTO President.

Emily Cunningham has a Master’s of Education from
Concordia University and a Bachelor of Science in
Art History from UW Madison. Emily has previously
worked in schools as a paraprofessional, second grade
teacher, and library assistant. She has experience
working with students whose first languages were not
English and has a working understanding of Spanish.
Prior to joining the PVE team, Sarah Zimmerman
taught 4K in Verona for the last seven years. She has
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her own little one who will be in 4K in Oregon next
year. She is very excited to join the PVE community!

Dismissal and Pick-Up/Vehicle Cards

Important Reminders

Empire Photo Re-Take Day and Photo Links

Attendance Secretary

We are happy to welcome Rhonda Killebrew in
the front office! Over the last eight years Rhonda
has primarily been a stay at home mom and a
photographer for a playground company. She started
subbing for the district last year as a secretary and a
paraprofessional and really enjoyed doing both. Her
children attend NKE.
If you need to pick up your child during the
school day for an appointment, please call the
attendance line and send a note in the morning
to the homeroom teacher, as well.
Please make all after school plans with your
children prior to the beginning of the school
day. Please don’t ask us to relay messages
to students for a change in plans or to
deliver dropped off items, unless there is
an emergency, as it can cause confusion
and it is a disruption to the classroom and
learning environment. If you have a change
from the regular routine, please send a note
in the morning for the teacher and inform
bus drivers and childcare providers, too.
Children should arrive at school no earlier
than 7:35 a.m. Student supervision is not
available before then. The school day runs from
7:50 a.m. until 2:50 p.m. Children should arrive
in time to be ready for class to begin at 7:50.
Students leaving before 2:50, will have their
attendance marked accordingly.
The school day ends at 2:50. Children not
riding the bus or walking/biking home, must be
picked up at that time.
We ask that pets not be brought on school grounds.

Attendance Line — 835.4200, Option 1

If your child is absent from school for any reason,
it is imperative that you call the attendance line
(835.4200, Option 1) BEFORE 8:00 a.m.
Please leave a clearly spoken message with your name,
your child’s name, and the reason for the absence. Last
minute calls should come directly to the office (835.4200,
Option 0). Please do not phone or email office or teaching
staff directly as those messages may not be received by
the person verifying attendance.

Green cards were sent home with students to help
with pick-up at dismissal time. Please place the card
in the passenger window or on the dash in a way that
it is visible from the front window. We are finding this
really makes the process more efficient. If you need
more cards, please let us know or clearly write your
child’s name and grade information on a plain sheet of
paper and it will serve the same purpose. Thank you
for your help!

Photo Re-Take Day is scheduled for October 20. If your
child missed having a photo taken or you would like
another, they may be photographed that morning.
Please let your child’s teacher know if you are
requesting a re-take.
Links to order were sent to all of the families that
participated. If you did not receive a link to order
or if you have any questions, please email Empire at
customerservice@empirephotos.com or call at 608257-2941, 8:30-5:00, Monday through Friday.

Tech Tidbits By Shelly Kadow, Technology Teacher

The 2021-2022 school year is off to a great start. I
am so happy to see kids again after a year of virtual
lessons. This year all students will be receiving
scheduled tech instruction. Third and fourth grade
students have already started. First and second
graders will be beginning shortly, and kindergarten
will start in December. All students have already
learned how to log onto their devices and use basic
programs. The tech teachers across the district are
working together to ensure that all students learn
basic skills based on the Wisconsin State Standards
for Information and Technology Literacy standards
and the ISTE (International Society for Technology
Education) standards.

Kindergarten and First Grade
Kindergartners and first graders are using Chrome
tablets and have already learned how to use QR codes
to sign in and navigate to Seesaw. In Seesaw they have
been learning how to use all of the tools. First graders
have also learned how to get to Epic so they can
read online.
Second Grade
Second graders are using Chromebooks. This is a
big adjustment because they have to use a login and
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password instead of a QR code. In addition, they
are learning how to navigate using a keyboard and
trackpad. They have also learned how to access
Seesaw and reviewed how to use the Seesaw tools.

Third and Fourth Grades
Students have learned about what it means to be
safe and responsible on the Chromebooks. Most of
them already have their passwords memorized. They
learned how to add and delete bookmarks, access
Google Classroom and even started learning how to
keyboard (type) using the touch method.

Panther Pledge

Please take the pledge each day and keep students home
if they have symptoms. Thank you for helping to keep
our school community safe! Visit OregonSD.org/
PantherPledge for more information.

Fourth Grade Writing Unit By Courtney Schuetz

Homecoming Parade All-School Field Trip

Permission slips for walking to the Homecoming
Parade, which begins at 1:30 on October 8, have been
sent home with students. Please look for the salmon
color sheet for more information. The bottom portion
of the slip must be signed and returned to each child’s
homeroom teacher by Tuesday, October 5.

Everyone should dress appropriately for the weather
on the day of the parade as we will be walking a couple
of blocks and be outdoors for about 90 minutes.

Wow! Fourth grade writing stamina is fantastic!
These kids LOVE to write. I love all of the great small
moments they are sharing with me from their lives.
Our first writing Unit: Realistic Fiction is off to a great
start. Students are using their personal narratives
as inspiration to create believable characters and a
powerful story plot. We can’t wait to share our work!

PVE mission is to “nurture learning in a safe and positive environment where all
can achieve their best and become responsible and respectful citizens...”
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